
 
 

Ellis Cose Survey of A Better Chance Alumni  

 

Day, independent school 21.6% 67 
 

Boarding, community schools 
8.7% 27 

program 
 

Public school 10.3% 32 
 

Other 1.0% 3 
 

No. 0.3% 1 
 

309 
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Somewhat satisfied 9.4% 29 
 

  Neither satisfied nor unsatisfied 1.3% 4 
 

Somewhat dissatisfied 0.3% 1 
 

Very dissatisfied 0.0% 0 
 

Not applicable 0.0% 0 
 

Somewhat satisfied 39.0% 121 
 

 Neither satisfied nor unsatisfied 3.5% 11 
 

Somewhat dissatisfied 2.9% 9 
 

Very dissatisfied 0.3% 1 
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  Success in life is pretty much  

   determined by forces outside of 3.9% 12 

our control. 
 

Neither 5.5% 17 
 

Both equally 28.7% 89 
 

Don’t know 2.9% 9 
 

Worse? 12.0% 37 
 

 About the same? 34.6% 107 
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Worse? 18.8% 58 
 

 About the same? 32.7% 101 
 

Better? 25.4% 78 
 

Worse? 18.9% 58 
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Worse? 15.0% 46 
 

 About the same? 25.7% 79 
 

Better? 39.4% 121 
 

Worse? 16.9% 52 
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Worse? 1.6% 5 
 

 About the same? 46.9% 143 
 

Better? 41.0% 125 
 

Worse? 3.0% 9 
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Better? 17.8% 55 
 

Worse? 21.0% 65 
 

Better? 10.4% 32 
 

Worse? 18.5% 57 
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More different? 20.8% 64 
 

Don’t know 31.9% 98 
 

More similar? 23.1% 71 
 

Don’t know 16.9% 52 
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A lot in common? 19.3% 59 
 

Only a little in common? 17.7% 54 
 

Almost nothing in common? 4.6% 14 
 

A lot in common? 25.4% 77 
 

Only a little in common? 12.9% 39 
 

Almost nothing in common? 1.3% 4 
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A lot in common? 30.0% 90 
 

Only a little in common? 18.7% 56 
 

Almost nothing in common? 5.7% 17 
 

A lot in common? 11.6% 35 
 

Only a little in common? 30.5% 92 
 

Almost nothing in common? 7.9% 24 
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White Americans 
 

Black Americans 
 

Hispanic Americans 
 

Asian Americans 

Native Americans (American  

 Indians, Alaska Natives) 

 
 

1.7% (5) 10.6% (32) 
 

34.2% (104) 
 

37.3% (113) 
 

10.2% (31) 

42.9% (130) 

 

43.0% (130) 302 
 

1.0% (3) 0.0% (0) 304 
 

1.3% (4) 0.0% (0) 303 
 

32.2% (98) 1.6% (5) 304 
 
 

10.9% (33) 2.3% (7) 303 
 
 

Racial discrimination is the main  

reason why many black people 15.2% 46 

can't get ahead these days. 
 

Blacks who can't get ahead in this 

country are mostly responsible for 14.9% 45 

their own condition. 
 

Neither 33.1% 100 
 

Don’t know 1.7% 5 
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Racial discrimination is the main 

          reason why many people from  

nonblack-minority groups can't get 

ahead these days. 
 

People from nonblack-minority 

groups who can't get ahead in this 

country are mostly responsible for 

their own condition. 
 

Both equally 
 

Don’t know 

 

14.8% 
 
 
 
 
 

18.4% 
 
 
 

26.0% 
 

6.3% 
 

45 
 
 
 
 
 

56 
 
 
 

79 
 

19 
 

Equal to those for whites? 5.3% 16 
 

Better than those for whites? 1.0% 3 
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Better than those for Latinos? 26.7% 80 
 

Worse than those for Latinos? 34.7% 104 
 

Equal to those for Asians? 12.0% 36 
 

Better than those for Asians? 6.3% 19 
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Equal to those for Native  

Americans (American Indians, 27.5% 83 

Alaska Natives)?  
 

Worse than those for Native 

Americans (American Indians, 21.9% 66 

Alaska Natives)? 
 

No 44.0% 133 
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Irrelevant? 

Somewhat relevant? 

Very relevant? 42.5% (68) 

 

36.8% (53) 144 
 

46.4% (103) 222 
 

160 
 

No 13.2% 40 
 

No 46.3% 139 
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No 14.0% 42 
 

No 20.6% 62 
 

Yes 49.0% 144 
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Yes 45.8% 136 
 

Yes 31.9% 95 
 

Yes 43.6% 130 
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An advantage? 19.1% 58 
 

Neutral? 34.3% 104 
 

No 43.5% 131 
 

If yes, please briefly explain why. 135 
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Yes 27.2% 82 
 

Please explain or elaborate if you like 159 
 

Yes 34.1% 103 
 

If yes, please explain. 94 
 

No 36.3% 110 
 

Yes, often 8.6% 26 
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Yes 33.6% 75 
 

No 13.8% 42 
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Police? 18.6% 49 
 

Taxi drivers? 5.7% 15 
 

Landlords? 4.5% 12 
 

Fellow students? 10.2% 27 
 

Teachers? 7.6% 20 
 

Banks or lenders? 3.0% 8 
 

Other? 15.2% 40 
 

Better race relations in the United 

States? 
 

Worse race relations? 
 

26.7% 81 
 
 

20.5% 62 
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Yes 27.2% 81 
 

Yes 33.8% 100 
 

No 10.6% 32 
 

Don't know 9.6% 29 
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Yes 43.2% 126 
 

Don't know 11.0% 32 
 

No 26.6% 80 
 

Don't know 27.6% 83 
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Yes 38.9% 117 
 

If yes, please briefly explain. 91 
 

Worse 12.6% 38 
 

About the same 29.5% 89 
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Harder 33.1% 99 
 

Harder 32.6% 98 
 

No 7.9% 24 
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Youth organization 
 

Professional or trade association 
 

Religious activities 
 

Community center or neighborhood 

association 
 

Civil rights group 
 

Social service or social welfare 

organization 
 

Library, art, or music organization 
 

Other 

 

53.2% 
 

39.9% 
 

38.5% 
 
 

32.0% 
 
 

11.5% 
 
 

36.0% 
 
 

22.3% 
 

20.9% 
 

148 
 

111 
 

107 
 
 

89 
 
 

32 
 
 

100 
 
 

62 
 

58 
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Youth organization 
 

Professional or trade association 
 

Religious activities 
 

Community center or neighborhood 

association 
 

Civil rights group 
 

Social service or social welfare 

organization 
 

Library, art, or music organization 
 

Other 

 

45.0% 
 

30.5% 
 

47.7% 
 
 

24.0% 
 
 

21.8% 
 
 

42.7% 
 
 

35.1% 
 

20.2% 
 

118 
 

80 
 

125 
 
 

63 
 
 

57 
 
 

112 
 
 

92 
 

53 
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Very racially integrated? 34.0% 102 
 

Largely black? 20.3% 61 
 

Largely Latino? 6.0% 18 
 

Largely Asian American? 1.3% 4 
 

Largely Native American (American 
0.0% 0 

Indian, Alaska Native) 
 

Other? 2.7% 8 
 

Poor? 8.6% 26 
 

Upper-middle class? 28.1% 85 
 

Wealthy? 4.3% 13 
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Middle class? 43.2% 130 
 

Upper-middle class? 2.0% 6 
 

Wealthy? 0.3% 1 
 

Less than high school 0.0% 0 
 

High school graduate 1.0% 3 
 

Some college or vocational school 7.9% 24 
 

Some graduate school 8.3% 25 
 

Master’s 32.0% 97 
 

Law or medical degree 13.2% 40 
 

PhD 5.3% 16 
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High school graduate 23.4% 71 
 

Some college or vocational school 17.8% 54 
 

         Bachelor’s 10.9% 33 
 

Some graduate school 1.7% 5 
 

Master’s 10.2% 31 
 

Law or medical degree 2.6% 8 
 

PhD 2.0% 6 
 

Don't know 4.6% 14 
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Less than high school 
 

         Bachelor’s 
 

Some graduate school 
 

Master’s 
 

Law or medical degree 
 

PhD 
 

Don't know 

 

17.5% 
 

15.2% 
 

1.3% 
 

13.2% 
 

2.3% 
 

1.7% 
 

0.0% 
 

53 
 

46 
 

4 
 

40 
 

7 
 

5 
 

0 
 

Lower 12.8% 38 
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Male? 37.6% 114 
 

Less than $49,999 21.1% 62 
 

$50,000 to $74,999 18.0% 53 
 

$75,000 to $99,999 13.3% 39 
 

$200,000 to $299,000 6.5% 19 
 

$300,000 or more 8.8% 26 
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Married? 33.3% 101 
 

Remarried after divorce? 4.6% 14 
 

Single, divorced? 9.9% 30 
 

Single, widowed? 1.3% 4 
 

Unmarried, but living with someone 
6.6% 20 

in a committed relationship? 
 

Separated? 1.0% 3 
 

Other? 0.3% 1 
 

301 
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No. 1.7% 5 
 

Naturalized? 9.9% 29 
 

Temporary visa 0.0% 0 
 

I am living outside the U.S. 8.3% 1 
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White 
 

Native American (American Indian 

or Alaskan native) 
 

Asian 
 

Some other race 

 

3.3% 10 
 
 

0.3% 1 
 
 

4.7% 14 
 

11.0% 33 
 

Yes 20.1% 56 
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A not-for-profit institution 
 

I was self-employed in my own 

business. 
 

State or local government 
 

U.S. government 
 

I am still in school and have not 

had a full-time employer. 
 

Other 

 

22.0% 
 
 

0.3% 
 
 

8.7% 
 

3.3% 
 
 

8.0% 
 
 

5.7% 
 

66 
 
 

1 
 
 

26 
 

10 
 
 

24 
 
 

17 
 

290 
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A not-for-profit institution 
 

I am self-employed in my own 

business. 
 

State or local government 
 

U.S. government 
 

I am still in school and have not 

had a full-time employer. 
 

Other 

 

20.7% 
 
 

11.7% 
 
 

9.0% 
 

4.0% 
 
 

7.4% 
 
 

11.4% 
 

62 
 
 

35 
 
 

27 
 

12 
 
 

22 
 
 

34 
 

City/Town: 95.3% 284 
 

ZIP: 88.3% 263 
 

Country: 63.1% 188 
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Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and 

hunting 
 

Mining 
 

Utilities 
 

Construction 
 

Manufacturing 
 

Wholesale trade 
 

Retail trade transportation and 

warehousing 
 

Information 
 

Finance and insurance 
 

Real estate and rental and leasing 
 

Professional, scientific, and 

technical services 
 

Management of companies and 

enterprises 
 

Administrative and support and 

waste management and 

remediation services 
 

Health care and social assistance 
 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation 
 

Accommodation and food services 
 

Other services (except public 

administration) 
 

Public administration 

 

0.0% 
 
 

0.0% 
 

0.3% 
 

1.7% 
 

0.3% 
 

0.3% 
 
 

0.7% 
 
 

2.4% 
 

14.9% 
 

0.3% 
 
 

17.6% 
 
 

4.8% 
 
 
 

0.3% 
 
 

13.1% 
 

4.5% 
 

0.7% 
 
 

13.8% 
 
 

4.8% 
 

0 
 
 

0 
 

1 
 

5 
 

1 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 
 

7 
 

43 
 

1 
 
 

51 
 
 

14 
 
 
 

1 
 
 

38 
 

13 
 

2 
 
 

40 
 
 

14 
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Republican? 4.4% 13 
 

Independent? 25.6% 76 
 

Phone Number: 87.1% 148 
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61  
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